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Abstract (300 words or less):
The Tar River Spinymussel (Elliptio steinstansana) is a highly imperiled federally endangered species restricted to the Tar and Neuse river basins in North Carolina.  Beginning in 2007, the North Carolina Wildlife Resources Commission (NCWRC) partnered with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and North Carolina State University to collect broodstock, propagate Tar River Spinymussels, and ultimately augment remaining populations.  Between December 2014 and September 2016, NCWRC and partners released over 9,500 propagated Tar River Spinymussels at four locations in Fishing and Little Fishing creeks (Tar River basin).  From December 2014 to October of 2015, 1310 Tar River Spinymussels, were individually tagged, measured, and released into an experimental reach of Little Fishing Creek.  In August 2015 and August 2016, a two pass snorkel survey was conducted in the experimental stocking reach to evaluate the success of the initial augmentations, 35% and 20% of the released mussels were recaptured as live individuals, respectively.  Mean growth of recaptured individuals was 1.04 mm (SD=0.7mm).  Preliminary results suggest that stocking propagated individuals of the Tar River Spinymussel into the best available habitat has the potential to bolster dwindling populations and assist in the recovery of this species. 
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